. Trades Report

March 2007
TRADE SHORTAGES REMAIN PREVALENT

Trades continue to remain in short supply, Trades also remained in short supply in
as trade availability declined again in the Regional SA, and Brisbane.
March 2007 quarter. Despite the fall, trade
prices remained relatively unchanged Overall, trade prices exhibited little change
throughout the quarter with only a slight over the March 2007 quarter, up 0.4 per
increase in trade prices overall. cent from the previous quarter. Price
pressures are, however, still evident with
In the March 2007 quarter trade availability trade prices increasing at above the annual
was lower in 7 of the 13 trades surveyed. rate of inflation, with an increase of 3.4 per
Trade shortages were most prevalent in  cent.
plumbing (-0.80), site preparation (-0.75)
and electrical (-0.70) all of which The most significant increase in trade prices
experienced a deterioration in availability. over the quarter was for other trades, up 7.2
per cent. bricklaying, which increased 5.1
A comparison of the regions shows that per cent, followed by joinery, which rose 4.9
Regional QLD was the most severely per cent.
affected during the March quarter.
Regionally, trade price increases were
Despite an improvement in the availability of ~ greatest in regional QLD, up 6.8 per cent,
trades in Western Australia over the March  Regional Victoria, which rose 5.7 per cent
quarter, trades remained in short supply in  and Regional NSW, which increased 5.2
Perth and Regional WA. per cent.

HIA Trade Contractor Price Index - by Trade
(Sep 02 All Trades, All Regions = 100)

Mar-05 Jun-05 Sep-05 Dec-05 Mar-06 Jun-06 Sep-06 Dec-06 Mar-07 Qtly Change Annual Change

Bricklaying 105.4 1069 109.6 110.4 109.7 1055 1107 1133 119.1 5.1% 8.6%
Carpentry 1052 1022 1058 1045 1123 1128 1120 1107 1093 -1.3% -2.6%
Ceramic Tiling 109.4 108.4 1132 1161 1129 1205 1282 1309 1247 -4.7% 10.4%
Electrical 142.3 141.6 1466 148.8 1509 148.8 150.1 1479 149.2 0.9% -1.1%
General Building 1102 1142 1144 1161 1163 1207 1200 1178 1164 -1.2% 0.1%
Joinery 118.6 1254 129.0 1275 129.0 119.0 1202 1175 1232 4.9% -4.5%
Landscaping 1119 1155 1104 1114 1146 1213 1100 1127 1141 1.3% -0.4%
Other Trades 129.1 123.8 122.0 1240 1221 1257 1269 1246 1336 7.2% 9.5%
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Painting 953  101.7 947 973 1057 1005 109.2 1154 1093 -5.3% 3.4%
Plastering 107.7 99.2 1023 1042 1083 1034 1116 1144 1171 2.4% 8.2%

Plumbing 151.3 1553 1473 1426 1399 1464 1381 1411 1374 -2.6% -1.8%
HIA Economics Group

79 Constitution Ave

Roofing 121.6 1355 1238 1191 1184 1221 1333 1345 1301 -3.2% 9.9%
Site Preparation 121.6 1240 1177 1141 1197 1248 1234 1257 1209 -3.8% 1.0%

Campbell ACT 2612 Alltrades 1181 1188 1202 119.9 1205 1204 1226 1241 1245 0.4% 3.4%
(02) 6245 1393

. . Disclaimer: This publication is produced by HIA Economics Group based on information available at the time of publishing. All opinions,
Lo HIETe Lol oS M T L Mo B e LT onclusions or recommendations are reasonably held or made as at the time of its compilation, but no warranty is made as to accuracy,
reliability or completeness. Neither HIA nor any of its subsidiaries accept liability to any person for loss or damage arising from the use of this

report.




