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Key Points:

o The number of separate houses in Australia increased by 6.7

per cent between 2001 and 2006.

o The number of flat, unit and apartments increased by 16.6 per

cent over the five years to 2006.

o Australia’s total dwelling stock increased by 8.2 per cent over

the period from 2001 to 2006, from 7,790,097 dwellings to
8,426,559 dwellings.

The stock of Australia's dwellings is evolving, with current homes having more bedrooms on average
than homes ten years ago. At the same time, households are getting smaller on average with decreasing
proportions of couple families with children and increasing couple only and lone person households.

The nature and composition of Australian households has undergone gradual change over recent
decades. Traditional living arrangements associated with particular stages in the life cycle have given
way to a more diverse array of household compositions that reflect demographic and social trends.
Increasing life expectancy and declining fertility rates have contributed to an increase in the number of
individuals living alone, more childless couples, and fewer children in those families that do have them.
As a consequence, households are getting smaller.

Greater household incomes, low interest rates and easier access to existing equity in homes has
allowed many home owners to ‘trade up’ or renovate existing homes in recent years. This is coupled with
a desire by many 'empty nesters' to remain in the house in which they raised their children.

There were 8,426,559 private dwellings counted in Australia in the 2006 Census, an increase of 8.2%
since the 2001 Census. The largest proportional change was for flats, units and apartments showing an
increase of 0.9% (153,176 dwellings).
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